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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims replaces all prior 
versions and listings of claims in this application. 

1-49 (canceled). 

50 (withdrawn). A method of creating a continuous ablation lesion in heart tissue, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a first ablating section and a second ablating section, the first and 
second ablating sections each having an end and an ablating element; 

positioning the first and second ablating sections in contact with the epicardium; 
wrapping the first and second ablating sections around at least one vessel; 

interlocking the first and second sections to form a closed loop around the at 
least one vessel. 

51 (withdrawn). A method of creating a continuous lesion in tissue, comprising the 

steps of: 

providing an ablating device having an ablating element; 
positioning the ablating device in contact with the epicardium; 
ablating tissue to create a first lesion; 

moving the ablating device to a location adjacent the first lesion; 
ablating tissue with the ablating element to create a second lesion which is 
continuous with the first lesion. 

52 (withdrawn). A method of creating a lesion from an epicardial location, comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a first device and a second device slidably coupled to the first device, 
at least one of the first and second devices having an ablating element; 
introducing the first and second devices into the pericardial space; 
ablating tissue to fonri a first lesion with the ablating element; 



Page 2 of 1 1 



Application No. 10/823,411 
Office action dated July 9, 2008 
Response dated September 22, 2008 

moving at least one of the first and second devices relative to the other; and 
forming a second lesion after the moving step. 

53 (withdrawn). A method of ablating cardiac tissue, comprising the steps of: 

providing an ablating device having an ablating element and a suction well, the 
suction well being coupled to a suction line which is coupled to a vacuum source, the 
ablating device also having means for determining when the suction well is adhered to 
the epicardium; 

positioning the ablating device against the patient's epicardium; 

adhering the ablating device to the epicardium with the suction well; and 
ablating tissue with the ablating element after the adhering step. 

54 (withdrawn). The method of claim 53, wherein: 

the providing step is carried out with the determining means being a sensor 
selected from the group of sensors consisting of a flow rate sensor, a pressure sensor 
and an electric circuit. 

55-82 (canceled). 

83 (currently amended). A device for ablating tissue, the device comprising 

an elongate body adapted to be adhered to an epicardial surface and having an 
end, the elongate body having at least one ablating element; and 

at least one suction well that surrounds a perimeter of the at least one ablating 

element^ 

wherein a closed wall defined bv an inner lip of the at least one suction well 
surrounds the perimeter of the at least one a blating element. 

84 (previously presented). The device of claim 83, wherein the elongate body has a 
plurality of ablating elements and a plurality of suction wells, and wherein each of the 
plurality of suction wells surrounds at least one of the plurality of ablating elements. 
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85 (previously presented). The device of claim 84, wherein the plurality of suction wells 
are coupled to a suction lumen. 

86 (previously presented). The device of claim 85, wherein the suction lumen is formed 
by a tube attached to the body. 

87 (previously presented). The device of claim 86, wherein a fluid outlet is coupled to 
the suction lumen. 

88 (previously presented). The device of claim 84 further comprising a first suction 
lumen coupled to a first fraction of the plurality of suction wells and a second suction 
lumen coupled to a second fraction of the plurality of suction wells. 

89 (currently amended). The device of claim 83, wherein the at least one suction well is 
formed between [[an]] the inner lip and an outer lip. 

90 (previously presented). The device of claim 89, further comprising 

at least one fluid chamber, wherein the inner lip forms a boundary between the at 
least one fluid chamber and the at least one suction well; and 

a fluid inlet and a fluid outlet, the fluid inlet and the fluid outlet being adapted to 
pass a fluid into and out of the at least one fluid chamber. 

91 (previously presented). The device of claim 83, further comprising a pressure sensor 
positioned along the suction lumen, the pressure sensor adapted to detect the 
adequacy of contact of the suction well to a tissue. 

92 (previously presented). The device of claim 83, further comprising a flow rate sensor 
positioned along the suction lumen, the flow rate sensor adapted to detect the adequacy 
of contact of the suction well to a tissue. 
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93 (previously presented). The device of claim 83, further comprising an electric circuit 
positioned along the suction lumen, the electric circuit adapted to detect the adequacy 

of contact of the suction well to a tissue. 

94 (previously presented). The device of claim 83, wherein the at least one suction well 
further comprises a suction port coupled to a suction lumen. 

95 (previously presented). The device of claim 94, wherein a cross section of the 
suction port is less than or equal to about 10% of a cross-section of the suction lumen. 
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